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Hello fellow Directors and Owners,

I know it’s a long weekend, and I hope you have a great one! We’re all in the same boat.
We look to a restful weekend, but we’re also looking forward to graduations and making
preparations for closing out this school year. Our summer of sunshine and freedom,
especially after this long Covid pandemic, awaits!

I would like to ask you for one favor. As you may know, a slew of DCFS regulations are
coming down the pike. During the last three years, we’ve seen almost no new regulations.
Now DCFS is back to old form.

ILDOCC has looked at these new regulations and studied them. We are crafting a letter to
send to the appropriate state agency that handles these rules. WHY? Because there is a
public comment period until June 7 to tell the powers that be what we think about these
rules. The favor which I would like to ask all of you is to take the time to write a note to the
same agency. This Joint Committee on Administrative Rules (JCAR) is in charge of
reviewing and approving DCFS rules. We are on good terms with the 6 Democrats and 6
Republicans who make up this state agency committee. They take their job seriously to
review reasonable regulations.

You can spend three minutes or 30 minutes or whatever you like. But please give your
feedback of what you think about the regulations to JCAR. The regulations begin on Page
5,057 of the Illinois Register, readable in this PDF. You can send JCAR an email by
clicking here, or by writing them at jcar@ilga.gov.

This was the reason ILDOCC was started. There were so many regulations coming from
DCFS — we had no way to combat them. Now we do. So I’m hoping you take a few
minutes to write your thoughts on one or two proposed regulations. By state law, JCAR
has to respond to each person who opposes their rules. That means JCAR will have to
give a rationale for those rules. And that may cause some JCAR members to either ask
DCFS to drop some proposed regulations, or vote them down.

In the past, DCFS could do whatever they wanted and be opposed by no one. That era is
over. So now is a good time to just take a few minutes and respond to one or two of them
quickly so we can try to eliminate some of these needless things.

We will let you know how the hearing goes on these proposed regulations. Thank you for
doing your part for our critical industry!

https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/index/register/volume45/register_volume45_issue_17.pdf
mailto:Jcar@ilga.gov


Legislative Wrap-up
The Illinois General Assembly spring session concludes in a couple of days. Many of you
worked very hard with us to try to alleviate the teacher staffing crisis by supporting
HB2374 which would add another pathway into the law. The good news is that you
certainly got legislators’ attention — there will be summer talks to try to get something
done. However, we were extremely disappointed that the Governor’s Office torpedoed
HB2374 using a backroom parliamentary maneuver to thwart the people’s will. But he
used it.

When you have an overwhelming number of Democrats and Republicans who support
your bill, a 10-0 committee vote to pass your bill, and almost 1000 who signed witness
slips online in support of the bill, you know it’s a popular bill that people want. That’s why
the Governor had to ask the Speaker of the House to use this parliamentary maneuver to
stop the bill. What did they do? The night before the hearing, they substituted all Democrat
members voting “yes” on our bill with Democrat members who would vote “no.” Democrat
members who knew nothing about the bill other than they needed to push the no button.
And that’s how they were able to stop HB2374. Vladimir Putin would be impressed.
Whenever you hear the saying “Illinois isn’t broken, it’s fixed,” that’s what people mean.
But it’s not over. Not by a long shot.

Summer schedule
Obviously ILDOCC is focused on the June 7 public comment deadline. But after that,
ILDOCC will be changing gears for the summer. We will be publishing a newsletter once
per month during the summer. We will be increasing our board membership from 6 to 8.
(By the way, if you know of someone you think should be on the ILDOCC board, let us
know!). And we will be raising funds for our organization so we can bring more of your
issues to the table in Springfield.

Please consult our website frequently this summer for the latest on what’s happening with
childcare centers in Illinois. And please don’t hesitate to write us on what you think
ILDOCC should be doing to help you in your center.

Visit our Website
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