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What has ILDOCC done for me lately?

As of Friday, August 27, there has been no movement on new proposed regulations from
DCFS issued in May.

What does that mean? ILDOCC’s 3-page letter in June formally opposing the rule
changes as well as your letters are still being analyzed by the committee (JCAR) and
DCFS. No forward action has been taken on the regulations. As one long-time Director
said:

“That’s a first. Normally, new regulations proposed in May would’ve been adopted by now.
And directors and owners would be wondering how in the world we’re going to implement
them. Of course, we’d also be looking at the new reg's and wondering why Springfield is
not addressing real problems in the centers. Thank God for ILDOCC!”

ILDOCC has also been meeting with the chairman of the committee as well as members
on these proposed rules. Stay tuned.

Schools Don’t Have the Same Rules
ILDOCC Board member Jane Stubblefield of Mahomet said she just had a teacher with a
CDA quit her center to go work in a special ed classroom. She doesn’t have a college
degree.

“Here we are increasing regulations, and then public schools get to do what needs to be
done to hire. Why are early childcare centers treated differently?” she said. Now Jane says
she has to close an infant room because of the departure until she can hire staff. Sound
familiar?



What’s happening in the State Capitol
State legislators return to Springfield for a one-day special session Tuesday, August 30.
They will be voting on a new map that outlines their legislative districts. While our
neighboring states use impartial panels or computer models to redraw legislative districts,
this is Illinois. The majority party still does it behind closed doors, with little to no public
input.

Jay Young, Executive Director of the nonpartisan watchdog group Common Cause Illinois
says, “Since the beginning, we’ve pleaded with lawmakers to keep the redistricting
process open, transparent, and accessible to no avail. At each opportunity in this
redistricting process, it’s as if lawmakers went out of their way to ensure the creation of
these maps had as little public input as possible.”

The “public hearings” that were set were hastily organized, only attended by a few actual
lawmakers, and in one case the door to the building was still locked past the 10 a.m.
starting time.

By law, Illinois must redraw legislative and congressional districts to keep up with
population shifts and census changes. These newly gerrymandered districts will be with
Illinois citizens for the next ten years.

Next up...
Legislators return on October 19 to start their six-day Veto Session. The Veto Session is
for lawmakers to approve or override the governor’s vetoes of bills passed during the
spring session. Again, this is Illinois so many other things can and do happen during these
days. We will keep you informed.
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